
Name: ___________________

Commonly Confused Words: Brake vs. Break

Brake and break sound alike, but their meanings are different.

Brake is often used as a noun meaning a device that stops movement. It may also be 
used as a verb meaning to stop movement.

Example 1: He put on the brake when he saw the tree in the road.
Example 2: She remembered to brake the car on the curve.

Break is a word with many meanings. It is often used as a verb it means to destroy, 
smash into pieces or put to an end. It may also be used as a noun to mean a short 
opening or a pause.

Example 1: He won’t break her heart.
Example 2: Did you break your arm?
Example 2: The teacher will break up the fight.
Example 2: There was a break in the rain.
Example 2: Her snack break is in the afternoon.

Choose brake or break to complete each sentence.

1. Don’t _______________________ the glass!

2. The _______________________ on the train wasn’t working.

3. Put on the _______________________ when you need to slow down.

4. I wanted to take a _______________________ from my homework.

5. The _______________________ in the fence must be repaired.

6. He pushed the _______________________ pedal to make the car stop.

7. The meeting was to _______________________ up at 8 o’clock.

8. When he looked at the wagon he saw there was no ____________________.

9. There was a _______________ in the game while new players went on the field.

10. It’s safer to _______________________ gently than to slam to a halt.



Answers Key

Choose brake or break to complete each sentence.

Actual answer may vary.

1. Don’t break the glass!

2. The break on the train wasn’t working.

3. Put on the break when you need to slow down.

4. I wanted to take a break from my homework.

5. The break in the fence must be repaired.

6. He pushed the break pedal to make the car stop.

7. The meeting was to break up at 8 o’clock.

8. When he looked at the wagon he saw there was no break.

9. There was a break in the game while new players went on the field.

10. It’s safer to break gently than to slam to a halt.


