
Combining Sentences to Write a Paragraph 
DIRECTIONS Read the following sentences. Then, write a paragraph by using the facts 
and combining the sentences. The paragraph should describe writing a research 
paper. 
 
 1. A research paper is a written report that draws information from several sources. 
 2. It requires many steps. 
 3. Selecting a suitable topic is the first step in the process. 
 4. A topic is a subject that is neither too general nor too specific. 
 5. The best research papers capture the reader’s attention. 
 6. The best research papers provide new, interesting information. 
 7. The library is not the only source of information. 
 8. It is the place where many people conduct their research. 
 9. You can interview experts who specialize in various subjects. 
10. You can quote directly, summarize, or paraphrase. 
11. You can use these methods when you take notes. 
12. You need to make sure that all your notes clearly show the source. 
13. Before writing, you should create a rough outline. 
14. An outline is a list of headings and subheadings. 
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Answer Key:     (Answers will vary. Sample answer is given.) 

 
A research paper, which requires many steps, is a written report that draws information 

from several sources. Selecting a suitable topic, a subject that is neither too general 

nor too specific, is the first step in the process. The best research papers provide new, 

interesting information and capture the reader’s attention. The library, the place where 

many people conduct their research, is not the only source of information. You can also 

interview experts who specialize in various subjects. When you take notes, you can 

quote directly, summarize, or paraphrase. You need to make sure that all your notes 

clearly show the source. Before writing, you should create a rough outline, a list of 

headings and subheadings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


