
 

A compound noun consists of two or more words used together as a single noun. The parts of a 
compound noun may be written as one word, as separate words, or as a hyphenated word. 

ONE WORD baseball, caregiver, willpower, Greenland 

SEPARATE WORDS guest of honor, school bus, North Forest High School 

HYPHENATED WORD self-confidence, president-elect, Stratford On-Avon 

A collective noun is a word that names a group. 

EXAMPLES band, jury, class, swarm, group, herd 

EXERCISE A Underline the compound nouns in the following sentences. 

Example 1. We are planning a visit to our grandparents and other relatives in San 

Francisco. 

1. This California city has perhaps the largest Chinese community in the United States. 

2. Thousands of Chinese Americans live in Chinatown. 

3. After the second new moon in winter, the Chinese New Year is celebrated by these and other 

    Chinese people throughout the world. 

4. My sister and brother-in-law sent me snapshots of last year’s celebration. 

5. The people say farewell to one year and welcome the next with great festivities. 

6. Exploding firecrackers are part of the tradition. 

7. Each year, my grandmother and I put up a new paper image of Tsao Shen, the Kitchen God. 

8. Traditionally, many people eat seaweed for prosperity. 

9. The celebration concludes with the Festival of Lanterns. 

10. In 2000, the Chinese celebrated the Year of the Dragon.
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EXERCISE B Underline the collective noun in each of the following pairs of nouns. 

Example 1. herd animals 

11.children family 

12.faculty teachers 

13.committee chairperson 

14.Congress Capitol 

15.football team 

16.Pep Club Cheerleaders 

17.neighbors Community 

18.orchestra concert 

19.spectators audience 

20.flock birds
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Answer Keys: 

1. This California city has perhaps the largest Chinese community in the United States. 

2. Thousands of Chinese Americans live in Chinatown. 

3. After the second new moon in winter, the Chinese New Year is celebrated by these and other 
Chinese people throughout the world. 

4. My sister and brother-in-law sent me snapshots of last year’s celebration. 

5. The people say farewell to one year and welcome the next with great festivities. 

6. Exploding firecrackers are part of the tradition. 

7. Each year, my grandmother and I put up a new paper image of Tsao Shen, the Kitchen God. 

8. Traditionally, many people eat seaweed for prosperity. 

9. The celebration concludes with the Festival of Lanterns. 

10. In 2000, the Chinese celebrated the Year of the Dragon. 

11. children family 

12. faculty teachers 

13. committee chairperson 

14. Congress capitol 

15. football team 

16. Pep Club cheerleaders 

17. neighbors community 

18. orchestra concert 

19. spectators audience 

20. flock birds
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