
 

 A transitive verb is a verb that expresses an action directed toward a person, place, or thing. The 
action expressed by a transitive verb passes from the doer (the subject) to the receiver (the object) 
of the action. 

EXAMPLE      Suddenly, we spotted a solitary eagle overhead. [The action of the verb spotted is    

                          directed toward the eagle.]

An intransitive verb expresses an action (or tells something about the subject) without the action 
passing to a receiver, or object. 

EXAMPLE    The eagle soared above. [The action of the verb soared does not pass to an object.] 

EXERCISE   Underline the verb in each of the following sentences. Then, above each verb, write T

                         if the verb is transitive or I if the verb is intransitive. 

T

Example         1. colonial africa offered freedom to a variety of people

1. In the 1600s, English taxes supported the Church of England. 

2. Some people considered the taxes unfair. 

3. For others, the Americas provided an opportunity for religious freedom. 

4. Many people immigrated to the Colonies. 

5. Victims of religious intolerance sought an escape from persecution. 

6. The Puritans, for example, disagreed with many Church of England policies. 

7. As a result, some Puritans left England. 

8. This religious group founded settlements in Virginia and New England. 

9. Indentured servants also traveled to American shores. 

10. The poor of England desired economic opportunity. 

11. They worked in America as payment for their passage. 

12. Many remained in America after settlement of their debts. 
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13. Some indentured themselves for seven years. 

14. Tenant farmers came, too. 

15. They brought their dreams of prosperity with them. 

16. These Colonial settlers arrived with hope. 

17. From the American Indians, the immigrants learned a great deal. 

18. New England colonists celebrated their first Thanksgiving Day in America in 1621. 

19. They held the celebration after the harvest. 

20. Many of their American Indian neighbors shared in the celebration.
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Answer Keys: 

T

1. In the 1600s, English taxes supported the Church of England. 

T

2. Some people considered the taxes unfair. 

      T

3. For others, the Americas provided an opportunity for religious freedom. 

I

4. Many people immigrated to the Colonies. 

  T

5. Victims of religious intolerance sought an escape from persecution. 

I

6. The Puritans, for example, disagreed with many Church of England policies. 

     T

7. As a result, some Puritans left England. 

T

8. This religious group founded settlements in Virginia and New England. 

    I

9. Indentured servants also traveled to American shores. 

T

10. The poor of England desired economic opportunity. 
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I

11. They worked in America as payment for their passage. 

I

12. Many remained in America after settlement of their debts. 

T

13. Some indentured themselves for seven years. 

I

14. Tenant farmers came, too. 

T

15. They brought their dreams of prosperity with them.

   T 

16. These Colonial settlers arrived with hope. 

     T

17. From the American Indians, the immigrants learned a great deal. 

     T

18. New England colonists celebrated their first Thanksgiving Day in America in 1621. 

       T

19. They held the celebration after the harvest. 

T

20. Many of their American Indian neighbors shared in the celebration.
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