
 

A verb phrase consists of at least one main verb and one or more helping verbs. A helping verb (or
auxiliary verb) helps the main verb express action or a state of being. Besides forms of the verb be, 
common helping verbs include forms of the verbs can, do, have, may, should, and will. 

EXAMPLE I have been researching the Seven Wonders of the World. 

EXERCISE Identify the verb phrases in the following sentences by drawing one line under each 

helping verb and two lines under each main verb. 

Example 1. Our class has been studying the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. 

1. Can you name the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World? 

2. Some people may ask why these structures are called wonders. 

3. Could it be that people have “wondered” how these monumental structures could have been built 
without the kinds of construction equipment that builders are using today? 

4. The pyramids of Egypt were constructed around 2600 B.C.

5. The three pyramids are considered the oldest of the seven wonders. 

6. The largest of the pyramids was commissioned by Khufu, an Egyptian king. 

7. Of the seven wonders, this group of pyramids has survived in the best condition. 

8. Are any of the pyramids being restored today? 

9. The Hanging Gardens of Babylon were built by Nebuchadnezzar around 600 B.C. 

10. These gardens were set on terraces high above a vaulted building. 

11. Some historians have estimated the terraces’ height at 75 feet to 300 feet. 

12. The statue of Zeus at Olympia was made of ivory and gold. 

13. The statue has not survived, but pictures of it do appear on coins. 

14. Did Goths destroy the Temple of Artemis at Ephesus in the third century A.D.? 

15. Some remains of the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus are housed in the British Museum. 
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16. The other two wonders—the Colossus of Rhodes and the Lighthouse of Alexandria—were 
completed in the third century B.C. 

17. Did earthquakes destroy both of these wonders? 

18. You should always look in several sources for information about the seven wonders. 

19. You will find that some historians do not agree with this list of wonders. 

20. For example, some historians have identified the Walls of Babylon, instead of the Hanging 
Gardens, as a wonder.
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Answer Keys: 

1. Can you name the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World? 

2. Some people may ask why these structures are called wonders. 

3. Could it be that people have “wondered” how these monumental structures could have been built 
without the kinds of construction equipment that builders are using today? 

4. The pyramids of Egypt were constructed around 2600 B.C.

5. The three pyramids are considered the oldest of the seven wonders. 

6. The largest of the pyramids was commissioned by Khufu, an Egyptian king. 

7. Of the seven wonders, this group of pyramids has survived in the best condition. 

8. Are any of the pyramids being restored today? 

9. The Hanging Gardens of Babylon were built by Nebuchadnezzar around 600 B.C. 

10. These gardens were set on terraces high above a vaulted building. 

11. Some historians have estimated the terraces’ height at 75 feet to 300 feet. 

12. The statue of Zeus at Olympia was made of ivory and gold. 

13. The statue has not survived, but pictures of it do appear on coins. 

14. Did Goths destroy the Temple of Artemis at Ephesus in the third century A.D.? 

15. Some remains of the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus are housed in the British Museum. 

16. The other two wonders—the Colossus of Rhodes and the Lighthouse of Alexandria—were completed in 
the third century B.C. 

17. Did earthquakes destroy both of these wonders? 

18. You should always look in several sources for information about the seven wonders. 

19. You will find that some historians do not agree with this list of wonders. 

20. For example, some historians have identified the Walls of Babylon, instead of the Hanging Gardens, as a
wonder.
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