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A simple sentence contains a complete subject and a complete predicate. A compound sentence 
contains two simple sentences joined by a comma and a linking word called a conjunction. 

Conjunction 

and 

but 

or

Purpose 

connects two related ideas 

connects ideas that differ or shows a 
problem with first idea 

suggests a choice of ideas

Example 

Traffic is slow in the city, and it 
almost stops at rush hour. 

Verna likes buses, but she walks 
during rush hour. 

Many workers take the subway, or 
they take a bus.

Write simple or compound to identify each sentence.  

1. A bus travels in the right lane, and taxis pass in the left lane. _____________   

2. Men and women wait at the bus stop.  _____________  

3. People on bicycles stop and go along with the other traffic.  _____________  

4. Two shoppers look for a cab, but there are none available.  _____________  

5. Students burst out of school, and they head for their buses.  _____________  

6. Workers dash for trains, or they stay late at their offices.  _____________  

7. Some people are in a hurry, but they may have to wait.  _____________  

8. Most people catch the train, but some people miss it.  _____________ 

9. Pedestrians fill the sidewalks, and children on scooters add to the crowds._____________  

10. Dog walkers head to the park now, or they can wait until later.  _____________ 
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A simple sentence contains a complete subject and a complete predicate. A compound sentence 
contains two simple sentences joined by a comma and a linking word called a conjunction. 

Conjunction 

and 

but 

or

Purpose 

connects two related ideas 

connects ideas that differ or shows a 
problem with first idea 

suggests a choice of ideas

Example 

Traffic is slow in the city, and it 
almost stops at rush hour. 

Verna likes buses, but she walks 
during rush hour. 

Many workers take the subway, or 
they take a bus.

Write simple or compound to identify each sentence.  

1. A bus travels in the right lane, and taxis pass in the left lane. compound   

2. Men and women wait at the bus stop.  simple  

3. People on bicycles stop and go along with the other traffic.  simple  

4. Two shoppers look for a cab, but there are none available.  compound  

5. Students burst out of school, and they head for their buses.  compound  

6. Workers dash for trains, or they stay late at their offices.  compound  

7. Some people are in a hurry, but they may have to wait.  compound  

8. Most people catch the train, but some people miss it.  compound 

9. Pedestrians fill the sidewalks, and children on scooters add to the crowds.compound   

10. Dog walkers head to the park now, or they can wait until later.  compound 
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